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	  Service that Impacts Lives                              Announcement 
	· We know small business entrepreneurship is critical to the region and small rural economies. Robert, was an intern in the Sector Internship Program facilitated by the Thurston EDC.  He had earlier opened his own Massage Therapy Business in Mason County. As part of his internship he was able to gain knowledge on running a massage school. He is actively planning the opening! Robert also has “paid it forward” by helping one of the students where he was interning improve her English skills such that she successfully passed all of her exams and earned her massage therapy license.  Robert was a dislocated worker who was additionally enrolled with WIOA Dislocated Worker and Trade Adjustment Act programs. This leveraging of programs helped him get all the services and support he needed to begin a successful business. 

· For 2 days in July, the Camo2Commerce Team hosted our sister program from Anne Arundel County in the DC area.  That Workforce Council used the Camo2Commerce model to write a DOL funding grant that serves 4 different military installations. The C3 program director wrote, “We cannot thank you enough for the support of your Camo to Commerce (C2C) team.  It was extremely helpful for us to come meet, listen and learn.  Our C3 team gained a better understanding of what we can become in time, with hard work and collaboration with our C2C partners on the left coast.”  
· Congrats to our Pacific County EDC partner for receipt of $49,200 from WA State Community Economic Revitalization Board (CERB) for economic feasibility study targeting business growth and job creation in Pacific County.   The CERB funds are matched by $16,400 in local resources. 
· Board Members are invited to attend Washington Workforce Association’s Working Together For a Better Workforce Conference November 7 and 8, 2017 at Doubletree Hotel in Seatac.  At this two-day conference you can learn from experts, leaders, and practitioners on current and future workforce development challenges in our State. The opening Plenary Session will be led by Todd Green, Vice President of Community and Economic Development at the Atlanta Federal Reserve Bank.  The Atlanta Fed is doing thoughtful research on the economy and workforce. 

· Pathways to Prosperity Conference – October 12th from 9 am – 1 pm at the Yelm Community Center, specifically designed for employers, to learn how to create strategies and access tools to build talent pipelines to fill current and future job vacancies. 

· Department of Labor Visits PacMtn – We shined the light and dazzled DOL with our presentation on Career Connected Employment Training! Thanks to Stacey Anderson, and WDC Board Members Kairie Pierce and Mike Hickman for a thoughtful and informative presentation!
· Batter Up! Multi-agency softball tournament raises money for charity. Teams from ESD, various WorkSource offices and DSHS and DOC competed and raised over $1,500 for various charities across the state.


	            Data of Interest
	· Note the new infographic provided by the Department of Labor explaining American Job Centers-WorkSource.

· Staff have requested professional marketing services to preparing an update to the website.  Of great important is greater ease in finding the multiple pieces of workforce and economic data PacMtn produces.  Attached is a snapshot of regional employment data that will be released quarterly.  
· PY 16 AmeriCorps-WA Service Corp (WCS) performance numbers ROCK!
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